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Abnormal Myocardial Perfusion Imaging

Trainee 2: 350 Studies
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Trainee 1: 150 Studies

‘An individual trainee‘s
rate of learning was variable‘

Individuum and training



During training of an individual
the trainer develops an increasing degree of trust

in the trainee‘s competence 

Trust and training

This process is often subconscious
à It should be formalized and applied for training



Epstein RM et al. JAMA 2002;287:226-235

Professional competence



• EPA = a unit of professional practice the trainee can 
execute in an independent manner at some stage of 
training

 

• EPAs enable assessment of clinically meaningful units of 
competence in daily clinical practice
à ‘assess and manage a patient with chest pain’

• To complete an EPA successfully means that the trainer 
has developed sufficient trust in the trainee
à ‘can manage a patient with chest pain independently

Entrustable professional activities (EPAs)



Entrustable professional activities (EPAs)

EPAs generate the necessary flexibility
for guiding and assessing trainees with 
different abilities and training needs

EPAs promote a holistic assessment in 
the clinical setting focussing on the 
clinical competence of the trainee   



Entrustable professional activities (EPAs)



Numbers verses competence level



Numbers verses competence level

• Training using numbers:

‘We gave him/her a fair chance, but he/she failed, so sorry’

à Problem is shifted onto the patients
 

• Training using competence levels:

‘We did our best, but we trust him/her to work with distant 

supervision only, and he/she will need some more training’

à Problem is solved before patients are concerned



Entrustment levels = competence levels



Training with EPAs

Trainer supports trainee by
- being an example
- showing commitment
- providing feedback



Swiss cardiology training program



Swiss cardiology training program



Information resource – no checklist !

Swiss cardiology training program



Swiss cardiology training program



Swiss cardiology training program



Supervision and assessment with EPAs

Ad hoc assessment

‘Why don’t we use the current 
situation for an evaluation of 

clinical competence’

Planned assessment

‘I still need another assessment 
to complete the competence 

profile in my curriculum’



Optimizing assessments with EPAs

EPA
Adjusted teaching
Individual support



prEPAred-Assessment System

Self-directed Learning

„Precision Medical Education“

Documenting assessments with EPAs



How to work with EPAs



Key message 1

Perform ad hoc assessments
in the clinical context

How to work with EPAs



Key message 2

Use prEPAred as
information resource

How to work with EPAs



Key message 3

Use prEPAred
for rapid documentation

How to work with EPAs



Key message 4

Use competence profile
for appraisal interview

How to work with EPAs



Thank you for your attention


